Our first SEPOMLE events were back in 2006 and 2008 when we landed at the College of Charleston sharing ideas and best practices. For those two years we had around 30-35 participants. In 2010, we held our symposium in Boone, NC, with about 65 people, and in 2011 we convened in Milledgeville with approximately one hundred participants. The most popular SEPOMLE symposium to date was in Milledgeville. We had as a goal to write a white paper. Unfortunately, nothing came out of it. We had lots of ideas generated, but no follow up was disappointing.
This Symposium was the first time we intentionally included graduate students and teachers. We held it in Greenville, SC, where we got a tour of one of the Greenville County alternative middle schools. There were approximately 50 participants. We met in teams to share product-based ideas, had conversations, and brainstormed research. We had graduate students sharing their research with us and we even had a few preservice teachers.
